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BUSD Reopening Q&A Town Hall - 10/21/20 - Part 3

# Category Question First Answer

412 Athletics 1) When are sports teams going to be able to practice? Other schools in 
the area are already allowing sport practices. (2) As the parent of a 
Senior, I was impressed with how much was done for last year's seniors 
on short notice, but feel that this year Seniors who will likely have NO 
senior year activities are being ignored. Please prioritize these students 
who don't have a next year to look forward to. Thank you.

We are currently working on plans for reopening sports conditioning 
only at this time. Coaches will receive training and strict health and 
safety protocols like temperature taking, screening, and physical 
distancing will be enforced. Schools will be working with ASB and 
other groups to plan senior activities.

413 Health Will a negative covid testing need to be provided for students to go back 
to school? How will you ensure social distancing? Classes are notoriously 
overpacked, how will distancing be done in class?

A negative test will only be required if someone tests positive. The 
hybrid model allows approximately half of the students on campus at 
a time allowing for physical distancing. We have also ordered plexi-
dividers in classes that may not be able to accommodate a minimum 
6 feet distance between students.

414 Health How are we going to ensure that an asymptomatic person is not entering 
a school facility?

All staff and students will conduct a screening before arriving at work 
or school. In addition, temperature taking upon arrival at school will 
be required. Training and communications regarding “Sick Stay 
Home” and the student screenings will be sent before school begins. 
We are restricting visitors to campuses and asking parents to conduct 
business through email, phone or remote meetings.

415 Health Because the CDC now says the virus is airborne, how is air filtration being 
modified to address this issue in the schools. Also, another question we 
have is, knowing that community spread is fairly common, what will be 
the school protocols for students who have come into contact with 
infected people and who are then forced to quarantine for two weeks. 
Will they still be part of the hybrid model? Or will they have to shift to the 
full online model.

Answer to part one of your question: Other than our regular routine 
maintenance and filter replacement program there has not been any 
changes made to the districts’ HVAC systems. All of our HVAC units 
bring in fresh air as part of the circulated air. These units are known 
as Economizers. Along with a constant fresh air supply we use Merv 8 
filters and replace these quarterly or more depending on the outside 
air quality. Opening windows is also an option but will inhibit the 
filtering and conditioning of the inside air. Other methods of 
enhancing our current air cleaning process are being evaluated and 
considered but no decisions have been made at this point.

416 Health I would like to know how is possible to open if the number of cases are 
going up.

BUSD has not made a decision to reopen at this time but we are 
closely monitoring public health guidelines. Please use the link to get 
more information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
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417 Health What safety measures will be put in place once the school reopens? BUSD is following the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health and Los Angeles County Office of Education Reopening 
Protocols for School K-12. The District has a Covid Compliance Team 
that is working with sites to ensure schools are following the Covid 
Compliance and Response Plan and the School Exposure 
Management Plan per public health guidelines. Each site has a Covid 
Compliance team that is working to implement public health 
recommendations for reopening. The District Covid Compliance and 
Response Plan includes specific information regarding cleaning 
products and procedures, health and safety guidelines and 
requirements like screenings, temperature taking, and face coverings. 
The District has purchased additional supplies including face 
coverings, gloves, plexiglass dividers, no-touch thermometers, bottle 
fillers for drinking fountains, hand sanitizing stations as well as other 
protective equipment to ensure the safety of students and staff. 
Schools have physical distancing visual cues and reminders to assist 
students and staff with following health and safety protocols. All staff, 
students, and parents will receive communications and training on 
Covid-19 and health and safety protocols. In addition, facilities, health 
services, student services and site teams have been working since 
summer to implement these measures. In June, the District team 
visited every site and now we are conducting follow up visits in 
October to ensure sites are ready for reopening. The Department of 
Public Health is also visiting school sites to consult, provide resources, 
and ensure we are implementing health and safety measures.

418 Health What precautions will the school take in order to ensure the well being of 
the students? How can you be certain that everyone will abide by the 
rules? Watching the news and how some schools in Georgia opened and 
automatically became infected with the corona virus how can you be 
certain that, that will not happen here?

BUSD is working together to ensure the health and safety of our 
students. It will be a team effort and we will also rely on parents and 
students to follow guidelines, stay home when sick, and follow public 
health orders.

419 Health How will the school enforce other kids to wear their mask? How many 
warnings will they get before they are, possibly, sent home?

BUSD will follow progressive discipline for students who are not 
complying with face covering requirements.
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420 Health At BHS (or other sites), how will we ensure that students and adults are 
abiding by safety policies (like wearing masks)? Will there be a zero 
tolerance policy for people who make light of the situation? What 
consequences will be in place? As a teacher, time should not be wasted 
on enforcing masks (or other safety protocol), nor should it be something 
that any adults or students on campus should be worried about. And 
what if the “mask” being worn is clearly ineffective (or through research 
has been proven as ineffective)?

BUSD will follow progressive discipline for students who are not 
complying with face covering requirements. If there is an issue, 
contact your administrator.

421 Health If schools are open, will all kids be in school and in class all surrounded by 
a full classroom? Will there be a "social distance " required?

Class sizes will be 12-16 students with 24-32 desks per classroom. 
Appropriate social distancing will be followed.

422 Health If an adult in a health office was being defiant of wearing a mask, they 
would be asked to leave the health office. I would expect the same safety 
for our classrooms. Teenagers are known to assert their independence 
and break rules. Even though they are minors, if a teenager is being 
defiant in safety protocol (such an refusing to properly wear a mask), will 
the administration, district, and parents support the teacher in the 
removal of that student from the classroom for the safety of everyone 
else in the room? Will there be a zero tolerance policy for masks and 
safety protocols? Students can still get an education through distance 
learning.

Concerns about noncompliance with health and safety requirements 
should be made to the school principal or department administrator. 
Consequences for noncompliance will vary depending on the 
situation.

423 Health What are the policies for how to report a student/coworker for being 
noncompliant with health/safety rules? What are the consequences so 
that behavior will change?

Concerns about noncompliance with health and safety requirements 
should be made to the school principal or department administrator. 
Consequences for noncompliance will vary depending on the 
situation.

424 Health Do you plan on updating your air flow systems or keep windows open? Currently, the district has HVAC systems that bring in fresh air as part 
of the circulated air. These units are known as Economizers. Along 
with a constant fresh air supply we use Merv 8 filters and replace 
these quarterly or more depending on the outside air quality. 
Opening windows is also an option but will inhibit the filtering and 
conditioning of the inside air.

425 Health There is no mention of ventilation in the PowerPoint presentation. What 
steps is the district taking to ensure there is frequent air exchange in the 
classrooms? Are there policies for open windows, etc.?

Currently, the district has HVAC systems that bring in fresh air as part 
of the circulated air. These units are known as Economizers. Along 
with a constant fresh air supply we use Merv 8 filters and replace 
these quarterly or more depending on the outside air quality. 
Opening windows is also an option but will inhibit the filtering and 
conditioning of the inside air.
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426 Health Will masks be absolutely required of the students, and what will really 
happen if a student removes his/her mask intentionally.?

Face Coverings are required for children under two years of age 
unless they have a medical exemption or condition that would 
prohibit them from wearing a mask. In that case, students will be 
given face shields and other PPE as well as additional PPE for staff. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html

427 Health How can students get an exemption from wearing face marks? Face masks are required by the health department. Students who 
have a medical condition that prevent them from wearing masks will 
have that exemption.

428 Health Our hallways are packed and even with half of the students, there is not 
enough space on BHS campus to have all classes released at the same 
time. Classes need to start/release at staggered times to avoid crowded 
halls.

Hallways will be designed to have one-way foot traffic patterns.

429 Health Per the PowerPoint slides emailed, the "ill room" is to isolate students 
and staff showing signs of COVID, but the Cold and Flu have the same 
symptoms. Someone with a cold or flu could be exposed to COVID if there 
is more than 1 person showing these symptoms and being isolated. How 
do you plan to handle this issue?

Health Services staff will follow appropriate Public Health Department 
protocols for students and staff with symptoms whether it is a cold, 
flu, or COVID-19 with separations and separate rooms as appropriate.

430 Health If schools reopen and a family has children in different schools, but both 
are at the same level (i.e., elementary school), is BUSD prepared to 
handle the potential exposure to two different school communities and 
the disruption that might cause?

If a student tests positive for Covid-19, we would follow positive case 
protocol based on County Public Health guidance. Anyone with 
exposure or close contact to someone testing positive for Covid-19 
would be notified and encouraged to seek guidance from a health 
provider. BUSD would implement the School Exposure Management 
Plan regarding isolation, quarantine, and notification. http:
//publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/ExposureManagementPlan_
K12Schools.pdf 

431 Health What is the plan if a teacher at a particular school becomes sick? If a teacher becomes sick and tests positive for Covid-19, we would 
follow positive case protocol based on public health guidance. 
Anyone with exposure or close contact to someone testing positive 
for Covid-19 would be notified and encouraged to seek guidance from 
a health provider. BUSD would implement the School Exposure 
Management Plan regarding isolation, quarantine, and notification. 
http://publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/ExposureManagementPlan_
K12Schools.pdf
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432 Health Will every member of the staff and student body be required to test 
before their first day on campus to ensure that they are not actively 
infected with the novel coronavirus that causes Covid-19? Will students 
and staff be required to have a negative test result 48 hours prior to 
returning?

No. Since Covid-19 testing is only an indicator of a specific moment in 
time, we will conduct temperature checks and screenings each day to 
help with infection reduction.

433 Health Will staff and students be tested prior to opening? Or how often will staff 
and students be tested?

No. Testing will only be conducted when their is a positive case

434 Health What is the contingency plan if there are not enough teachers willing to 
go back into the classroom at this time?

Once we have more information on parent selection of distance 
learning or hybrid learning, plans will be made about staffing.

435 Health Have BUSD updated their filter system? Most data is showing proper 
ventilation is key. I understand most windows don't open. And if there are 
two doors that can be open. In the past doors are shut for “active 
shooter” situations. How does Covid intermix with those rules? Will 
classes be allowed to open both doors to give better ventilation to 
classrooms? A

Other than our regular routine maintenance and filter replacement 
program there has not been any changes made to the districts’ HVAC 
systems at this time. All of our HVAC units bring in fresh air as part of 
the circulated air. These units are known as Economizers. Along with 
a constant fresh air supply we use Merv 8 filtration and replace these 
quarterly or more depending on the outside air quality. Opening 
windows is also an option but will inhibit the filtering and 
conditioning of the inside air. Classrooms are allowed to open 
windows and doors for additional fresh air. Other methods of 
enhancing our current air cleaning process are being evaluated and 
considered but no decisions have been made at this point.

436 Health How is BUSD addressing ventilation including increased circulation and air 
filtration?

Other than our regular routine maintenance and filter replacement 
program there has not been any changes made to the districts’ HVAC 
systems. All of our HVAC units bring in fresh air as part of the 
circulated air. These units are known as Economizers. Along with a 
constant fresh air supply we use Merv 8 filtration and replace these 
quarterly or more depending on the outside air quality. Opening 
windows is also an option but will inhibit the filtering and 
conditioning of the inside air. Other methods of enhancing our 
current air cleaning process are being evaluated and considered but 
no decisions have been made at this point.



6

437 Health How will you ensure entry and exit unidirectional flow on school 
campuses?

Schools will have multiple entrances and exits assigned to cohorts of 
students. In addition, sites are mapping their campuses and creating 
pathways, unidirectional flow down specific hallways and staircases. 
There will be signs, dots, arrows and posters reminding students 
about the pathways as well as school staff helping to direct them. 
Schools are also creating maps for students so they know where the 
new pathways are located.

438 Health Many parents will not allow their students to return to school until it is 
safe. This means waiting for the vaccine. How can BUSD ensure that the 
many students that need to stay home will have the same access to 
learning that they do now? How will BUSD ensure that their education 
continues safely with as little disruption as possible? How can BUSD 
ensure that they will not force students to be dropped out of their school 
of residence simply because it is not safe to return without a vaccine? 
Why has BUSD not created outdoor classrooms when they have the space 
to do so? What updates has BUSD made to the air duct systems at our 
schools?

Students in elementary will work on the same district curriculum, but 
likely have a change in teacher. Students at the secondary level will 
have the option of attending the Independent Learning Academy 
(ILA) that uses APEX Learning as its curriculum. Students in grade 6 
will work on APEX curriculum, but remain assigned to their home 
school with a new teacher.

439 Health Teachers have been told to not clean up blood for safety reasons. 
Disinfecting our classroom is not part of our job. If more custodial staff is 
needed then the district needs to hire more staff to disinfect classrooms 
between classes. Harmful disinfectant chemicals can cause secondary 
health problems. Plus, there is so much focus on cleaning SURFACES, 
when the research shows that COVID-19 is more likely to transmit 
through the air. The focus should be on better air filters.

Students will be wiping down their desks. We are evaluating various 
means of improving ventilation and air purification in classrooms 
including MERV13 filters, creating cross ventilation by opening 
doors/windows, needlepoint  bipolar ionization, portable HEPA filters, 
and in room air purifiers, to name a few.  Unfortunately, it would be 
cost prohibitive to hire enough additional custodial staff to 
clean/disinfect each classroom between cohorts, particularly at the 
secondary level.  Per the CDC, surface disinfection is still important as 
the virus is shown to live on surfaces for several hours up to several 
days.  (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/pdf/Reopening_America_Guidance.pdf )

440 Health When is this potential date? Also, what if I don't feel comfortable sending 
my child?

The actual date of school reopening is dependent on health 
conditions. If the District is able to return to in-person schooling, 
there will be a 100% distance learning model available. The distance 
learning model will be a separate option and there is a high 
probability that students who choose this model will have new 
teachers. BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely 
monitoring County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get 
more information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
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441 Health The presentation says, "All students (over age 2) and all staff wear face 
coverings and/or face shields while on campus (specific medical 
exemptions apply)." However, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control, "A face shield is primarily used for eye protection for the person 
wearing it. At this time, it is not known what level of protection a face 
shield provides to people nearby from the spray of respiratory droplets 
from the wearer. There is currently not enough evidence to support the 
effectiveness of face shields for source control. Therefore, CDC does not 
currently recommend use of face shields as a substitute for masks" As a 
teacher with two health-related teaching credentials and parent of three 
BUSD students, I am concerned that the "and/or" statement gives 
students and staff the green light to discard the use of a face masks in 
favor of less restrictive face shields thus increasing the risk of coronavirus 
spread at our school sites and in our community at large. I would like to 
see those developing the BUSD protocols to reconsider the "and/or" 
statement and update it with a statement that requires face masks and 
allows for the additional protection of face shields.

The district follows Los Angeles County Health Department and CDC 
guidelines on masks.  Face Coverings are required for children over 
two years of age unless they have a medical exemption or condition 
that would prohibit them from wearing a mask. In that case, students 
will be given face shields and other PPE as well as additional PPE for 
staff. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html

442 Health Saw the measures that the District is taking and plan to continue in an 
eventual reopening. My question is: Does the District plan to hire more in 
school janitors? any other gadgets like UV-Light etc. or we will rely only 
on surface cleaning by actual staff?

The District is not planning to hire more custodial staff. Cleaning 
measures are based on the health guidelines.

443 Health I am concerned about the reopening of schools as we enter the flu 
season, where we will be contending with both Covid - 19 and the 
seasonal flu. We have already seen other schools in densely populated 
areas which have tried to re-open schools, only to have to shut down 
because of the increased rate of Covid cases. What is your thought about 
this?

The District will follow County health department guidelines as 
decision s are made about reopening keeping in mind about the 
health conditions.
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444 Health Do the HVAC systems at BHS meet the state's fresh air ventilation 
standards? We know COVID -19 is mostly airborne (spread by aerosol), 
yet most of CA districts do not meet the state's fresh air standards. 
Assembly Bill 841 gives some money to schools to help with the repairing. 
We need clarity of what our current state of air filtering is in our 
classrooms. Our safety is at stake. Is teaching outside a possibility if our 
classrooms don't meet ventilation standards? Can we wait until the 
classroom's air filters are improved to help keep our classrooms safe? We 
need more time to think, gather funds, fix HVAC, and stay safely in 
distance learning until classrooms can be made safe. Until our schools can 
be made safe for all, classes must meet online only.

The District's HVAC systems meet the health department guidelines.

445 Health How will the district be able to provide more custodians based on the 
losing of Measure I? Are there any other hybrid schedule options for the 
high school level?

There are no plans to hire additional Custodians at this time but any 
vacancy that exists will still be filled. Additional training and tools to 
help disinfect quickly have been purchased and are in use now. There 
are not alternative hybrid schedules

446 Health At BHS, HOW will we realistically be able to ensure adequate social 
distancing in a schedule where students change classes and are all in the 
hall at the same time?

There will be singage and monitors to remind students to keep 6 feet 
a part

447 Health Has the idea of having classes outside been discussed? Unfortunately, there is not enough space at most schools to 
accommodate outdoor instruction for 20 classes or more plus special 
services. There is also the concern for inclimate weather. However, 
we will maximize outdoors space as feasible.

448 Health How will you keep the students and teachers safe . Our classrooms are 
outdated with no ventilation how are you going to address that?

We are currently exploring several methods for air purification and 
killing airborne viruses/bacteria.

449 Health I am the digital media teacher at Luther Burbank Middle School. What 
specific safety protocols will be in place to protect my students in the lab? 
Will dividers be installed? Who will clean the devices between classes?

We are purchasing desk dividers for each secondary student. We are 
still working out the details of who will be cleaning them in between 
classes.

450 Health Will you ask parents to help with any of the new procedures or to donate 
money and sanitation supplies (I think you should). The community can 
step up to help reopen the schools. Also once the State and County give 
us the green light, can we proceed with the plan without delay? Thank 
you.

We are using federal funding for supplies, but we always welcome 
donations.
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451 Health The State has provided guidelines for reopening. Other schools have 
reopened. There is no strong evidence linking openings with massive 
outbreaks. Why is the district letting the teachers union control the 
reopening? The way the district has handled this entire situation is 
appalling compared to other local districts. We should be opening 
immediately under the state guidelines. I am voting against the reelection 
of all board members.

We must follow LA County Health Guidelines. We are still in the 
purple tier and may not reopen. http://publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/reopening-la.htm#k12 

452 Health If someone is infected with Covid, what is the plan to communicate with 
the community and will the school or classroom get shut down.

We will follow this protocol http://publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/ExposureManagementPlan_
K12Schools.pdf 

453 Health What will be the protocol for if students/teachers are exposed? Will the 
entire class be sent home? Who will pay for testing? Who will pay for subs 
while teachers are out for testing? How will subs be managed?

We will follow this protocol http://publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/ExposureManagementPlan_
K12Schools.pdf 
Individuals will contact their medical provider or go to a County 
testing site. Teachers will be teaching remotely if a class needs to 
quarantine 

454 Health I was wondering if the kids are sitting in the class with social distancing, 
are they still required to wear face covering?

Yes. Face Coverings are required for children over two years of age 
unless they have a medical exemption or condition that would 
prohibit them from wearing a mask. In that case, students will be 
given face shields and other PPE as well as additional PPE for staff. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html

455 HR What procedures will be used to decide which teachers stay with distance 
learning?

Decisions of who will be teaching distance learning and who will be 
teaching hybrid will be based on whether the teacher qualifies for 
distance learning based on the qualifying conditions. Decision on 
placement of teachers is also based on family requests for student 
placement in either distance learning or hybrid learning.

456 HR Teachers in hybrid would be teaching a full day, so there would be no 
interactive/office-hours?

Friday will have office hours.

457 HR What steps will the District take to safeguard older, at-risk teachers and 
employees if all return to school next semester?

Teachers received an application to complete if they have medical 
conditions preventing them from returning. The district is 
implementing safe guards to protect students and employees http:
//publichealth.lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/Reopening_K12Schools.pdf 

458 HR When will we be given time to set up our classrooms for the big event? That is being discussed during negotiations.
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459 HR What is hybrid going to look like? For teachers, will we ONLY be teaching 
live students or ONLY online students? Or will we have to do both? Or will 
we teach students online WHILE we're teaching our class? All of these 
models are VERY different and have different needs for instruction and 
preparation as well. Additionally, since most of us have been fairly 
isolated these last 6 months, I am concerned about the overall immune 
health of all of us (as we have not been exposed to many microorganisms 
in low doses recently).

The hybrid model allows us to have approximately 50% of capacity for 
students in person. We are used plexiglass dividers in classrooms 
where a 6 foot minimum distance cannot be accommodated. The Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health has visited several sites 
and classrooms and has told us our plan meet their recommendations 
and protocols.

460 Instruction 1) The reopening plans that the district had during summer was a hybrid 
option with 2.5 hours a day. Why not plan on offering a full 2 days for 
each group when dividing the kids in smaller groups? Or have a group for 
a full week and then a week off while the other half is at home -school 
rotation? The reason why I am suggesting this is because we have a small 
pod for 1st -2nd grade and we tried to do a 2-3 hours and then at home in 

the beginning. It is a lot of work to switch places… and the kids don't 
focus again when back at home on the same way. Also [it] is crazy for 
parents that work to pick up and drop off the kids for such a short time. 
Also the cleaning would be easier when you do it daily instead of in 
between classes. Lunches can be spread out to make it easier. 2) Also if 
you only offer a 2/3 hours hybrid option a lot of parents (like myself) 
might opt for full on line option since we are already organized so far and 
it might be more complicated to have such a short day and then back 

connected at home… So even that I want my daughter to go back, it 
really makes it harder for me do it. When a 2 days on and 2 days off or full 
week on and off M-Th then Friday planning as we have, can also have a 
better schedule for the working parents. 3) Would you offer an everyday 
option if the percentage of kids that are going back to school are 12 or 
less? or we will still be in a hybrid option? 4) Ref. mask : are you going to 
allow kids to play like in a playground setting outside or you think you are 
going to reinforce the 6ft distance? If so, how you are going to do it with 6 
years old kids?

1. The reopening committee considered several options and selected 
the half day AM/PM model. The primary reasons were concerns 
about the lunch time gathering, increased exposure to other 
students, added cleaning time, and the desire to have students 
connect with teachers 4 days a week instead of 2. 2. Parents and 
guardians need to make the decisions that are best for their 
respective families. 3.That is yet to be determined. We need to see 
the commitment form data first. 4. The district will enforce the health 
and safety protocols from the Los Angeles County Health 
Department, which at this time requires masks and physical 
distancing. The requirements will be reinforced with adequate 
supervision.

461 Instruction What would the school week look like and class size? At the Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA 
sample schedules were provided pending negotiations and health 
conditions. The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-
days of in-school learning. Class size would be about 12-16 students 
depending on the grade level.
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462 Instruction What is group A and what is Group B? At the Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA 
sample schedules were provided pending negotiations and health 
conditions. The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-
days of in-school learning. Group A and Group B refer two two 
different groups of students.

463 Instruction I'm assuming you are addressing this already, but just in case: Question 1: 
If 50% of my child's class chooses to go back to the hybrid model and 50% 
continue with distance learning, how does the teacher accommodate 
this? Is there a change my child will need to switch teachers midway 
through the year? Question 2: I would like to know details about 
testing/quarantine policy.

Based on the parent requests for hybrid or distance learning, class 
configurations will be determined. Teacher assignments will also be 
determined based on the class configurations.

464 Instruction Are we able to request to have students remain in their current teacher's 
class regardless of model (hybrid or distance only)? If a student is in a 
hybrid model, becomes ill or exposed and has to remain at home for a 
time period, will the in-class instruction be available via Zoom for 
students to participate at home?

Based on the parent requests for hybrid or distance learning, class 
configurations will be determined. Teacher assignments will also be 
determined based on the class configurations. http://publichealth.
lacounty.
gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/ExposureManagementPlan_
K12Schools.pdf

465 Instruction We love our son's kindergarten teacher, will we be able to find out if she 
chooses distance or hybrid learning so he can stay with her? Will all 
efforts be made to keep students with their same teacher? Will reopening 
likely go in stages (first open for special needs students, then the rest of 
students)? Based on the numbers now, what is the soonest schools would 
reopen with the hybrid model available for all students who want it?

Based on the parent requests for hybrid or distance learning, class 
configurations will be determined. Teacher assignments will also be 
determined based on the class configurations. If health conditions 
improve the earliest we would reopen in January.

466 Instruction Will sports that CIF has scheduled for mid-December starts be allowed to 
take place even if in-person learning doesn't start until January? They are 
a fixed cohort and wearing masks and willing to be tested, so it seems 
safer than the on-campus daycares currently operating for several hours 
at a time indoors, at least for the low-contact sports like XC,,golf, and 
volleyball. Short, masked timeframes seem safer than all-day contact, so 
maybe sports are a good first step, not to mention good for physical and 
mental health.

BUSD is currently working on plans for reopening sports conditioning 
only at this time. Coaches will receive training and strict health and 
safety protocols like temperature taking, screening, and physical 
distancing will be enforced.
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467 Instruction What has already been done at the schools to open and if given the OK 
are we prepared to open up ASAP?

BUSD is following the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health and Los Angeles County Office of Education Reopening 
Protocols for School K-12. The District has a Covid Compliance Team 
that is working with sites to ensure schools are following the Covid 
Compliance and Response Plan and the School Exposure 
Management Plan per public health guidelines. Each site has a Covid 
Compliance team that is working to implement public health 
recommendations for reopening. The District Covid Compliance and 
Response Plan includes specific information regarding cleaning 
products and procedures, health and safety guidelines and 
requirements like screenings, temperature taking, and face coverings. 
The District has purchased additional supplies including face 
coverings, gloves, plexiglass dividers, no-touch thermometers, bottle 
fillers for drinking fountains, hand sanitizing stations as well as other 
protective equipment to ensure the safety of students and staff. 
Schools have physical distancing visual cues and reminders to assist 
students and staff with following health and safety protocols. All staff, 
students, and parents will receive communications and training on 
Covid-19 and health and safety protocols. In June, the District team 
visited every site and now we are conducting follow up visits in 
October to ensure sites are ready for reopening. The Department of 
Public Health is also visiting school sites to consult, provide resources, 
and ensure we are implementing health and safety measures.

468 Instruction What will performing arts be permitted to do if we do return to school? 
Will Show Choir be permitted to rehearse or hold performances?

Choir will not be able to rehearse or perform as usual. They will have 
to follow health guidelines, which means no singing indoors. They can 
use outside space with physical distancing.

469 Instruction For the hybrid model who is going to teach them online instruction? Is it 
going to be their in class teacher or a different teacher?

Class configurations are going to be made based on parent 
preferences for either hybrid learning or distance learning. Once that 
information is known, then teachers will be assigned to particular 
classrooms. There is no guarantee that a child's current teacher will 
remain the same.
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470 Instruction Will parents of DI students have the choice between DIhybrid and DI 
virtual? Will DO students retain their spot in the program and at their 
school site for the following school year despite the model they 
participate in this school year? If I need my child to remain remote for the 
remainder of the school year are they going to be thrust into a new 
English only virtual classroom with strangers when they have received 
Spanish only instruction thus far this year and previous years? So, if we 
have been really focused on reading fluency and comprehension in 
Spanish, will my child all of a sudden be placed in an English only 
classroom and be behind in Language Arts because of a system glitch and 
pandemic? For upper grades this may not be as much of an issue being 
that students have received more instruction in both languages, but for 
primary grades, language acquisition and foundational phonetic and 
literacy skills are paramount and whipping students back and forth during 
these impressionable years could prove to be extremely detrimental not 
only academically, but on a social-emotional level as well. Consistency 
counts for a lot for young learners.

Dual immersion parents will be asked to select their preference of 
either hybrid learning or distance learning on a commitment form 
that is being sent to families. Based on the information that is 
returned, class offerings for the dual immersion program will be 
determined.

471 Instruction Will the online format stay the same with teacher interaction/lessons 
daily?

Elementary will be similar distance learning, 6-12 will utilize the APEX 
curriculum.

472 Instruction With a 100% Distance Learning model (as it is right now), why is there 
such a drastic difference in the amount of weekly hours of live 
instructions when comparing BUSD (9 hrs/wk) and LAUSD (14-19 hrs/wk)? 
Thank you.

Every district had the ability to design their own respective 
intructional programs as long as we followed the state guidelines.

473 Instruction Will special education teachers be required to teach hybrid groups and 
virtual groups if students are part of their caseload of 28 students? This 
will be really challenging when you are already teaching 6 grade levels. 
With a hybrid, how will the district limit exposure if special education 
teachers are working with students from multiple homerooms?

I believe all students and teachers will be split into either hybrid OR 
distance learning only. Caseloads would be reassigned to align 
students with teachers teaching in their model. In regards to students 
changing classes, the District will follow all State and County public 
health regulations.

474 Instruction At the high school level, what is the advantage of going back to in-person 
learning when we will not be able to do group work and will end up 
having to close classes back to a distance learning format when an 
outbreak occurs? If so much planning is revolving around how to do 
contact tracing, why are we not just staying safely at home for secondary 
education?

If a majority of our families want in person instruction for their 
students we need to proactively plan for that scenario.
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475 Instruction My children thrive on structure, and we (all of us) have finally adapted to 
this new normal. Please explain how you plan to keep the promised 
schedule in the event of a positive case either from a classmate or 
teacher.

If a teacher or student becomes sick and tests positive for Covid-19, 
we would follow positive case protocol based on public health 
guidance. Anyone with exposure or close contact to someone testing 
positive for Covid-19 would be notified and encouraged to seek 
guidance from a health provider. BUSD would implement the School 
Exposure Management Plan regarding isolation, quarantine, and 
notification. We are not requiring weekly or monthly testing at this 
time but employees are conducting a screening and temperature 
check each day before reporting to work.

476 Instruction My question is: I do not want my son returning to school until there is a 
vaccine. I would like to know what homeschooling options will be made 
available long term. Thank you.

If the district is able to return to in person schooling, there will be a 
100% distance learning model available. However, home schooling is 
entirely different. Information on homeschooling and State legal and 
affidavit requirements are posted on the California Dept of Education 
website.

477 Instruction Will we be able to choose a hybrid model If the district is able to return to in-person schooling (hybrid), there 
will be a 100% distance learning model available. The distance 
learning model will be a separate option and there is a high 
probability that students who choose this model will have new 
teachers.

478 Instruction Why not reopen for children in kindergarten at the minimum. Also please 
clarify that children will have the same teacher if it is hybrid.

If the District is able to return to in-person schooling, there will be a 
hybrid model available. Staffing for the hybrid model will be based on 
parent requests for hybrid learning. There is no guarantee that 
children will have the same teacher though that is the preference.

479 Instruction Can you explain in more depth the "Additional 60 minutes of online 
instruction" in the hybrid model for high school (or 66 for middle school)? 
Additionally, are there concerns about teacher planning time in this 
hybrid model wherein teachers would have to teach every lesson twice, 
but still somehow manage the distance element?

In order to meet the instructional minutes required by the state, the 
students in hybrid classes, will also have work assigned to them 
outside of class. There is teacher planning time built into the 
schedule.

480 Instruction Will seniors be able to participate in at least a hybrid model second 
semester and be given the opportunity to engage in senior activities? Is 
the district working towards putting safety measures in place to open 
schools

It depends on current health guidelines. Yes, the district is working on 
implementing safety measures.

481 Instruction What is being considered for the performing arts (choir/play pro/dance)? 
Those activities have been the hardest to adapt to remotely for my 
daughter.

It will depend on the current guidelines. Currently, class can be 
outside, but they have not allowed after school choir.
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482 Instruction How will you control LARGE group gatherings? Large group gatherings are not currently being planned. If County 
Public Health guidelines change, we will revisit this topic.

483 Instruction For middle school PE, are you planning to have the kids change clothes in 
the locker room?

No

484 Instruction During the "Break" will all grade levels be able to leave campus and get 
food? Or only available to Juniors or Seniors? Or no one gets to leave 
campus?

No one will leave campus.

485 Instruction Will students be able to use sports equipment if it is sanitized between 
each use?? Students can also be required to sanitize their hands before 
participating in a sports game. (This doesn't seem any more "dangerous" 
than multiple people touching a classroom door knob to enter/exit the 
room.)

No. County guidelines do not allow for the sharing of equipment at 
this time.

486 Instruction How can I enroll my daughter for a 100% distance learning model in TK? Parents will be emailed a commitment form so that parents may 
select either hybrid learning or distance learning.

487 Instruction Will the parents be able to request what time the student attends class, 
AM VS PM sessions? Trying to plan for transportation.

Parents will be emailed a commitment form so that parents may 
select either hybrid learning or distance learning. The school will 
advise parents on the placement into AM or PM if that is the model 
that is finally determined.

488 Instruction Will parents be informed that students may change teachers and even be 
placed in combination classes when hybrid learning starts? Will teachers 
be informed which students will remain in Distance Learning or elect to 
return? Will parents be informed that we may bounce back to Distance 
Learning (depending on cases) and will newly formed classes remain or 
will classes go back to their original configuration in full Distance 
Learning? Thanks.

Parents will be notified of class placement including teacher name 
and combination classroom. Teachers will be aware of which students 
are in distance learning and hybrid learning. There is always the 
possibility that students are returned to distance learning given the 
health conditions and requirements of the County Public Health 
Department. Should the school need to return to distance learning, 
the new class configurations would remain intact.

489 Instruction What is the expected format for Secondary PE classes? PE will be primarily outdoors with lots of physical distancing, but 
students will not use the locker rooms.

490 Instruction I have a child in elementary school and a child in middle school. If I chose 
the hybrid model will they both be put on the same AM model or PM 
model?

Plans are being made to allow families to choose to keep their 
children on the same schedule whether it is in the AM or PM session. 
While there are no guarantees, every effort will be made to honor the 
parent request.

491 Instruction Hello, I would like to know if it would open for all grade levels...
elementary and middle schools, and if they would attend daily or 
alternate days? Thank you

Plans are being made to develop schedules for Grades TK-12. At the 
Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA sample 
schedules were provided pending negotiations and health conditions.
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492 Instruction Are we looking at reopening half a day or full time? Plans are being made to develop schedules for Grades TK-12. At the 
Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA sample 
schedules were provided pending negotiations and health conditions. 
The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-days of in-
school learning.

493 Instruction My daughter is a 1st grader at Walt Disney Elem. We are fortunate 
enough to have formed a 4 family pod with rotating host moms/houses. 
We quickly realized that having the kids go home during the lunch break 
and finishing the school day in their own home was very difficult. It was 
better to keep the kids in one location for the entire school day. I would 
love my child to return to in person school, but not for just 2-3 hours a 
day. Would you consider having the kids go to school for 2 full days and 2 
full days at home? Or perhaps alternate weeks? Thank you.

Plans are being made to develop schedules for Grades TK-12. At the 
Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA sample 
schedules were provided pending negotiations and health conditions. 
The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-days of in-
school learning.

494 Instruction If school reopens, will the schedule be the same as the distance learning 
schedule?

Plans are being made to develop schedules for Grades TK-12. At the 
Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA sample 
schedules were provided pending negotiations and health conditions. 
The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-days of in-
school learning.

495 Instruction Will it be 5 full days or will it be 2 full days with classes alternating ie. K-2 
t/th, 3-5 w/f, Mondays are distance learning for all students? For those 
that are essential workers what is the childcare availability if we had 
opted out during the learning.

Plans are being made to develop schedules for Grades TK-12. At the 
Wednesday, October 21 Reopening meeting held through PTA sample 
schedules were provided pending negotiations and health conditions. 
The sample schedules indicated that there could be half-days of in-
school learning. For families that are interested in child care, please 
contact the Child Development Office at 818-729-4424.

496 Instruction Please put TK-5 on the same schedule. Plans are being made to have Grades TK-5 on the same schedule for 
both distance learning and hybrid learning.

497 Instruction Once again SEED (Special Education Early Development) Program is not 
included in this plan. There are no instructional minutes included for our 
population. What are your plans for these students?

Please review the Spec Ed presentation https://burbankusd.granicus.
com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=4&clip_id=7946 

498 Instruction Will students all be issued chromebooks to be used on campus during 
class if needed? Can we expect our students to come to on-campus class 
with a computer?

Students attending the hybrid classrooms will use Chromebooks as 
needed that are at the school. Students will not be expected to carry 
Chromebooks or laptops from home to school.
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499 Instruction Will we have a choice between hybrid or remote distance learning, or will 
the school/district just decide based on the most popular choice? If we do 
have a choice, what will the class teaching schedule be like? Will the 
teacher just teach remote and hybrid students at the same time?

Students in elementary will work on the same district curriculum, but 
likely have a change in teacher. Students at the secondary level will 
have the option of attending the Independent Learning Academy 
(ILA) that uses APEX Learning as its curriculum. Students in grade 6 
will work on APEX curriculum, but remain assigned to their home 
school with a new teacher.

500 Instruction 100% remote learning would be preferred - do we have this option? Students in elementary will work on the same district curriculum, but 
likely have a change in teacher. Students at the secondary level will 
have the option of attending the Independent Learning Academy 
(ILA) that uses APEX Learning as its curriculum. Students in grade 6 
will work on APEX curriculum, but remain assigned to their home 
school with a new teacher.

501 Instruction Some parents if not most have invested in purchasing laptops for their 
children due to distance learning. Few months later, BUSD is considering 
to open back the school. Why can't BUSD finish distance learning the 
entire school year? Most Parents are required to Work From Home and 
have spent several laptops already for their children.

Students in elementary will work on the same district curriculum, but 
likely have a change in teacher. Students at the secondary level will 
have the option of attending the Independent Learning Academy 
(ILA) that uses APEX Learning as its curriculum. Students in grade 6 
will work on APEX curriculum, but remain assigned to their home 
school with a new teacher.

502 Instruction What if we opt out of sending our child back to school and do virtual 
learning how will that work if schools open?

Students in elementary will work on the same district curriculum, but 
likely have a change in teacher. Students at the secondary level will 
have the option of attending the Independent Learning Academy 
(ILA) that uses APEX Learning as its curriculum. Students in grade 6 
will work on APEX curriculum, but remain assigned to their home 
school with a new teacher.

503 Instruction And some of the classes textbooks are not used based on what's being 
taught online. If the school should open how would this affect the kids 
learning during the first semester versus the second semester?

Teachers are required to teach the standards and may use many 
resources in addition to the textbooks.

504 Instruction Would the teachers be actually teaching or would the kids be watching a 
video in class to keep their teacher safe?

Teachers will continue to follow the California State Standards and 
the Board adopted curriculum.
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505 Instruction The proposed schedule still has secondary students going to all 6 of their 
classes. This is the time to think outside of the box and come up with a 
schedule that decreases the amount of students that each student sits in 
a classroom with for over 15 minutes. Secondary classes could be 
revamped so that each student only goes to 2 classes (focus on less at a 
quicker pace). Another option is that students could attend a "study hall" 
class in which they continue their distance learning while on their 
secondary campus. Kids go to 1 class all morning or afternoon and do 
their online classes with all of their teachers. It is a bit like babysitting, but 
kids would be back on campus and have an adult to answer their 
questions (and parents could go back to their work). It's time to think 
outside of the box and make major school changes. It's time to look at 
what other schools are doing and what's not working. This is not a time to 
try to keep our schedule as close as to what it was before.

Thank you for your suggestions. We have looked at the pros and cons 
to those models.

506 Instruction The proposed schedule for secondary schools looks like a disaster waiting 
to happen. What can we do to minimize students interacting with lots of 
different students throughout the day? We need to consider a schedule 
where students are not rotating to multiple classes each day, and with 
different students in each of those classes. This not only increases the # of 
students at risk, but also their teachers as well. I don't think pretending 
that a normal school model with smaller classes is realistically safe at this 
time.

That kind of scheduling can work at elementary, but it assumes that 
many students have the same schedule. That is not the case at 
secondary. We offer a wide variety of programs and would not be 
able do so if the students did not rotate.

507 Instruction No simultaneous in-person and distance learning in one classroom? That model was reviewed but there are many challenges with it.



19

508 Instruction 1) What is your timeline for sending out the commitment request and 
making a decision when hybrid instruction will/could begin? 2) When 
health criteria permits opening schools and BUSD cannot make that 
happen due to "additional restrictions/barriers", could you inform the 
stakeholder (us the parents, students, and community) what those 
issues/barriers are so that we may help to troubleshoot? It is very 
frustrating as a parent of two high school students to not have any 
parents or students "at the table" while these discussions and decisions 
are being made. 3)Would you consider adding parents and students to 
your reopening committee -- I also think the high school students could 
offer valuable feedback about their distance learning experiences so far. 
4).What is your plan for the return of sports? Will we get the green light 
when LA County gets the green light? If not, why not? 5). If/when a hybrid 
student is covid positive and they go home to quarantine for 14 (or 10 
days), will they have access to their classes remotely?

The Commitment Form is being sent on Friday, October 23. Parents 
will have until Friday, October 30 to respond. School reopening is 
dependent on the health department.

509 Instruction Do you have tutoring options and what’s the after school programs that 
will be available ???

The District does not provide tutoring programs. We have ATB and 
ASES for after school care.

510 Instruction What plans do you have in place to help the special education staff who 
are toileting children up to 4 times a day? Will they have extra PPE to 
ensure they are protected being as though they would not be able to stay 
6 feet apart?

The District has all the required PPE for these staff members, 
including N95 masks, gowns, gloves, booties. Medical grade PPG is 
required for those who assist with toileting and the District has 
procured all needed gear.

511 Instruction As parents of Special Education students are concerned about their 
education, social, and behavioral needs while not in school, it is 
imperative that the school district takes into consideration both the staff 
and the students' health and well-being before returning to instruction in 
the classroom. Besides the Deaf and Hard of Hearing students who may 
need clear masks or face shields, would some students be allowed to 
attend school and not wear a mask? Even with severe disabilities or 
Autism, the CDC guidelines do not offer this as an exemption. Will the 
district consider developing a COVID testing system for employees who 
much return to in-class instruction before others?

The District has clear masks, as well as child-sized face shields for 
those students who may be more amenable to wearing a shield as 
opposed to a mask. If a student can not/will not wear a mask, the 
District will determine if reasonable and safe accommodations, within 
the public health guidelines, can be made to allow the child to attend 
school in person.
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512 Instruction If we do open, what does Open House look like? Will there be staggered 
start times to get students on campus? Children often are carriers and 
don't have symptoms, the half day protect them, but not the adults who 
are on campus all day and working with 30+ students each day. How will 
this handled? Will teachers be responsible to teach to students live and 
students remotely at the same time? The classrooms aren't big enough to 
spread half of my students out 6 feet. How do I handle this? Who is 
responsible for cleaning the classrooms between student groups? What is 
the protocol for closing back down when COVID cases arise? How many 
before a site or district closes?

The plans for Open House have not been made and will be dependent 
on health conditions. So Open House could be virtual or live (possibly 
staggered) based on the health conditions. Plans have been made for 
the start of school including designated entrances, temperature 
taking, and health screening. Current health requirements allow in-
school classes to be half the size as the normal class with 12-16 
students. Classes in grades 4-12 will have desk dividers placed on 
desks. The delivery of lessons through distance learning or in-school 
are still under discussion. Any closures of classes or schools due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak will be handled in collaboration with the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health. If a staff member or 
student becomes sick and tests positive for Covid-19, the District 
would follow positive case protocol based on public health guidance. 
Anyone with exposure or close contact to someone testing positive 
for Covid-19 would be notified and encouraged to seek guidance from 
a health provider. BUSD would implement the School Exposure 
Management Plan regarding isolation, quarantine, and notification.

513 Instruction What is our priority? I think this will help us figure out how and when to 
move forward. Is it to provide students and families with childcare? Or is 
it to safely educate students? I just want to know that everyone’s safety & 
health is truly being considered. The transition to a hybrid learning model 
will not only require a wealth of resources for physical safety, but it will 
also place new demands on mental health as well.

The safety and education of students is the priority of the school 
district.   Childcare is also an important factor for many families.

514 Instruction 1). Can you please provide more details about what 100% distance 
learning looks like for 6th graders? They are doing the Apex program but 
won't be in the ILA, so what does that mean exactly? 2) Can you please 
explain the Dual Immersion program in both models for 6th graders? My 
kids are enrolled in both the Spanish elective and Spanish Soc Sci DI 
classes. If we elect distance learning then they may come in to school to 
take the Spanish class because it's an elective? But what about Soc Sci in 
Spanish? Thank you.

The sixth graders will remain at their school of residence but be 
assigned to a teacher similar to the ILA model who will serve as a case 
manager. There will be no direct instruction, but teachers will be 
available daily for assistance. They will work on one class at at time 
and complete a course every 22 days. We will consider dual 
enrollment for any two classes that are not offered at the ILA.

515 Instruction If it is not yet safe for General Education to return to school, why are we 
rushing to send our Special Education back in November? Protecting the 
most vulnerable should be a priority.

The State and County have determined it is safe to allow up to 25% of 
students back on school campuses at this time in the small group 
cohort model. It would be safe for small groups of general education 
or special education students, but the State and County are 
prioritizing those with the highest need and therefore allowing only 
certain populations back prior to the County being in Purple.
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516 Instruction My son is in 8th grade period 0 Spanish 1 at Luther. I'm very concerned to 
see on the hybrid schedule he will only have it twice a week for less than 
an hour. This is half the amount of time he'll be in the rest of his classes. It 
seems impossible that they'll be ready for Spanish 2 when they start high 
school next year, which was a major reason for most of these students to 
take this class.

There is a difference of six minutes between the other classes. All 
classes are meeting twice a week. We did not make it match exactly 
in order to prevent students from having to start school before 7:00.

517 Instruction How will it work for kids who opt to continue with distance learning? Will 
we lose our current teacher and classmates? That seems like it would be 
very disruptive for them. When are you thinking of starting back and what 
would that look like?

There is no guarantee that your child's teacher will remain the same. 
Classroom rostering will be based family requests.

518 Instruction Please discuss the role Around the Bell would play in any potential 
reopening scenario. Thank you.

They will be able to attend ATB as soon as the AM session ends and 
pay the $195 per week part time rate

519 Instruction Will teachers be required to create individual online curriculum for 
students who must isolate for 10-14 days?

They will receive assignments from their teacher. If it is a whole class, 
the whole class will transition to distance learning.

520 Instruction Should my child need to be quarantined, what resources are in place for 
him to continue his classes from home? Will he be able to automatically 
switch to online classes? What is the protocol if there are cases of COVID 
at school?

They will receive assignments from their teacher. If it is a whole class, 
the whole class will transition to distance learning.

521 Instruction If you have a 0 and 1 period combined classes how will the schedule 
work?

Those classes are really two separate classes scheduled back to back. 
Since 0 period will continue in the same time slot, it will work the 
same as the other classes , but students will only meet with the 0 
period class twice a week.

522 Instruction Two part question. I notice that you have the elementary school session 
at starting at 810. Distance learning and the traditional school day starts 
at 830. Why not stay consistent and start at 830? It is hard enough to get 
the students ready for an 830 start time, now shift it 20 minutes earlier. 
That does not make sense. Also, will we have a choice of the morning or 
afternoon session?

To maximize the time available for the instructional day, the times 
will probably be adjusted. Families are not being offered a choice as 
to AM or PM sessions in the hybrid learning model.

523 Instruction Since students will not able to work in groups, can teachers expect all 
students on campus to still have access to a personal computer or 
Chromebook? What if they are using a personal computer at home, but 
don't want to risk bringing it to school? (Can we still plan to use online 
resources and materials to limit contact due to distribution and collection 
of papers/materials?)

We are not planning to have students bring computers or 
Chromebooks to school. If the teacher wants to use computers or 
Chromebooks in the live class, then they will be provided to the 
students.
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524 Instruction I would like to know why there is no Synchronous instruction on Fridays.
Also, is the district implementing a district wide Covid testing.

We want students to be able to attend office hours and teachers to 
plan. No district wide testing.

525 Instruction Will a hybrid model still require independent (not homework) work at 
home that parents need to monitor and help the student (1st grader) to 
get done each day?

Yes

526 Instruction Will teachers be reshuffled to accommodate for hybrid learning and for 
students who don't wish to attend in person?

Yes

527 Instruction I see on the PowerPoint the online option is only with ILA, will that be the 
only online option available?

Yes

528 Instruction We prefer the current stay home method. Am I reading it right that if we 
go back, kids who stay home will not be in the “class”But only thru the ILA 
program?

Yes

529 Instruction Will 100% Distance Learning be available until Spring Semester (through 
end of 2020 calendar year)? How about until there's a COVID-19 vaccine? 
Will John Burroughs High School have sufficient custodial support to clean 
all classrooms and high-traffic areas between 11:04 - 11:56am given that 
the Sample High School Schedule shows two waves of students attending 
(A's in the morning and B's in the afternoon)?

Yes, that is correct. We have plans and a schedule for cleaning using 
the custodial staff currently in place. 

530 Instruction Will it be optional for Special Needs Kindergarten students to remain in 
Distance Learning, since they are not as easy to control in an perimeter 
adjusting environment? Also, higher risk probability because of health 
concerns? Thank you.

Yes.

531 Instruction Will the performing arts also be considered in the plan to conduct 
outdoor practices and meetings the same way that athletics are? Thanks! Yes.

532 Instruction In the hybrid model, will there be any accomodations in schedule choice 
for siblings attending different schools?

Yes. Families can indicate this on the Commitment Form that will be 
used for families to select hybrid learning or distance learning.

533 Other Will district office, employees, all administrators, and school board 
members resume in-building work the same day as teachers?

District office staff have been working from the District office since 
March though when possible work is also being done remotely. 
Principals and Assistant Principals have been reporting to their 
schools on a regular basis. Staff members who have concerns about 
returning to work should contact Human Resources who can work 
with the employee on qualifying for remote work.
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534 Other 1. Why does it seem like BUSD is following along with LAUSD in making 
decisions? We are a smaller school district and have our own needs. Why 
isn't Burbank being more of a trailblazer and leader in this challenge? It 
just seems that Burbank is waiting on LAUSD to make decisions and then 
falling in line with them. 2. What is BUSD doing to creatively make this 
less awful for the kids? What is being done for the kids' mental health?

Districts across the County have similar requirements and restraints 
placed upon them from Federal, State, and County levels of 
government, so it will appear as though the district is similar to 
another district. Mental health is a concern and work is being done by 
counselors and at-risk intervention specialists to mitigate this 
concern. When a family has a concern, they should contact the school 
principal who can assist the family and student with resources to 
address an issue.

535 Other What has already been done at the schools to open and if given the OK 
are we prepared to open up ASAP?

Each school has a reopening plan that has been developed and 
reviewed. These plans include ingress and egress. Temperature taking 
and health screening procedures have been set. PPE and cleaning 
supplies have been delivered to schools. Plans have been made for 
movement in hallways. Plans have been made for restroom use. 
Classrooms are being designed so that 12-16 students could be in 
attendance at one time. Additional plans are being made with 
scheduling and rostering of students to attend school.

536 Other What is the earliest date/ timeline for potential re-opening? After 
Thanksgiving holiday or Winter break?

Earliest would be January depending on health conditions.

537 Other How can I register both my Kids to have 100% remote? Both my kids goes 
to Thomas Jefferson School (4th grade and Kindergarten)

Plans are being made to send parents an electronic form for parents 
to select either hybrid or distance learning.

538 Other How will in-person attendance work as far as student choice? That decision is pending further direction from the California 
Department of Education.

539 Other Many cities in California and around the world have successfully opened 
their schools. What districts are you using as a model for Burbank's 
reopening plan and what have you learned from them?

The district has looked at models from other countries and states, but 
has focused primarily on models from local districts. The number one 
concern is to provide a safe environment for students, families and 
employees.

540 Reopening Are things safer now for reopening than they were on March 14th? If yes, 
what has changed?

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

541 Reopening What are the deciding factors for schools to open completely or to adapt 
the hybrid model?

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
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542 Reopening If Burbank numbers are as low as they are, why do we have to follow 
every single thing LAUSD does? Seems like we should be able to make our 
time line at this point., if it’s safe and done correctly. Like all other 
counties and cities across the US are already implementing.

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

543 Reopening Open up the school. 0-18 yrs of age survival rate of covid is 99.99%. There 
is NO reason the kids can't be in school. If my kids can go to Target with 
masks on they can go to school, if they can go to the grocery store with a 
ton of strangers with a mask on, they can go to school. My 6 year old 
every day says he hates school and wishes he could see his teacher in real 
life. He also doesn't understand why his teacher can run across the 
playground and visit one of her students that is in day care, but she can't 
see him in person?

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

544 Reopening Can we please reopen fully the elementary schools for parents who 
want/need this? Children are not dying of COVID. More children die of 
the flu! If kids can go to daycare, they can go to school! If parents don't 
want that, they can keep their kids at home!

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

545 Reopening Private schools have reopened, can we use their protocols for BUSD? BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

546 Reopening What will be the final requirement in order for the schools to open up in 
person?

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

547 Reopening The CDC site clearly states that masks DO NOT prevent covid. Fauci said 
we shouldn't be wearing masks. There are so many laws you're breaking 
by trying to enforce any of us wear masks! Open the schools at 100% 
MASKLESS or get ready to have a ridiculous amount of people VACATE 
your city & this state that is being destroyed by Newsom! 40 yrs I've lived 
here.

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ CDC also provided an update on 
October 21, 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html

548 Reopening 1. Will the school district reopen if the county is still in the Purple Tier or 
will the district buckle to parent demands? 2. Why will the student's desks 
only be sanitized once a day when they will be occupied by 2 sets of 
students? Shouldn't student desks have the highest level of sanitation?

BUSD is not able to reopen at this time, but we are closely monitoring 
County Public Health guidelines. Please use the link to get more 
information on California’s Tiered system for reopening https:
//covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ Class sizes will be 12-16 students 
with 24-32 desks per classroom. Appropriate social distancing and 
desk use will be followed.
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549 Reopening Some states are giving families the option of sending their kids to school 
100 percent of the time (with precautions in place) or 100 percent online. 
What are your thoughts on that and why is LA County moving much 
slower?

BUSD is required to follow the State of California and Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health guidelines for in-school classes.


